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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 26, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Hutwelker was not present. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Mt Caesar Union Library Director Cadigan Gregory, State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Economic 
Development Advisory Committee Chair Steven Bittel, State Representative Barry Faulkner, 
Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated the COVID-19 numbers: 4197 cases, 2434 recovered and 210 deaths.  Cheshire now has 
54 cases, with six cases in Swanzey.  He said Richardson Park opened this past weekend and a port-a-
potty is available for use at the beach.  The restroom facilities are not open.  He used Screen Share to 
show the signs being used at the park reminding residents to maintain social distancing and to follow all 
other regulations as required by the State.  Branley said the Town did have a Memorial Day event at the 
West Swanzey memorial with folks keeping six feet apart.  While it was a small gathering, veterans were 
honored. Colby stated he and Karasinski were there and it was a nice event. Branley said the State is 
handling COVID-related complaints with an email address and phone number for those complaints. He 
sent a memo out to staff. He said they just received word that the State will not be doing water testing 
for bacterial levels this summer at Richardson Park. He noted that Health Officer Pam Fortner is planning 
to research what can be done by the Town.  Branley spoke about the Main Street relief fund deadline 
being at end of this week. 
 
Gregory said the library has a re-opening plan and all that needs to happen is for the Trustees to 
approve it. She said once approved library materials would be available for curbside pickup. 
 
Faulkner asked if anyone knew why the bacteria count was high a few years ago at the lake. Branley said 
he didn’t know what the cause was.  Karasinski said the beavers caused a problem a few years back 
when an upper level beaver dam gave way and flushed the beavers into the lake. 
 
Bittel wanted to know about summer camp and whether any decision had been made. Branley said 
summer camp has been discussed. He said the Board is trying to make it happen, but no decision yet has 
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been made.  Alternate locations are being considered.  He said the Board appreciates that the camp 
serves a purpose for parents as well as children but a plan has yet to be determined for the safety of all. 
 
Fraunfelder said that there was an environmental reason for the problem with the bacteria count a few 
years back. She said there were 3 or 4 lakes closed as well so perhaps something in the environment was 
the cause for the problem that year that affected many of the local lakes. 
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on June 3, 2020 
 


